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Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on International 
Agreements 
March 2, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 
Pursuant to subsection (b) of the Case-

Zablocki Act, (1 U.S.C. 112b), I hereby 
transmit a report prepared by the Depart-
ment of State concerning international 
agreements. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Jesse Helms, chairman, 
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Continued 
Deployment of United States Forces to East Timor 
March 2, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
On August 25, 2000, President Clinton 

provided a report to the Congress regarding 
the continued deployment of U.S. Armed 
Forces in support of East Timor’s transition 
to independence. I am providing this sup-
plemental report, consistent with the War 
Powers Resolution, to help ensure that the 
Congress is kept fully informed regarding 
U.S. Armed Forces in East Timor. 

As you are aware, U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1272 established the United Na-
tions Transitional Administration in East 
Timor (UNTAET) on October 25, 1999. 
The UNTAET’s mandate includes pro-
viding security and maintaining law and 
order throughout East Timor, establishing 
an effective administration, ensuring the co-
ordination and delivery of humanitarian as-
sistance, and supporting capacity-building 
for self-government. The United States cur-
rently contributes three military observers 
to UNTAET. These personnel are assigned 
to the United Nations pursuant to the 
United Nations Participation Act (Public 
Law 79–264), and operate under U.N. 
operational control. 

The United States also maintains a mili-
tary presence in East Timor that is separate 

from UNTAET. This includes the U.S. 
Support Group East Timor (USGET), com-
prised of approximately 12 U.S. personnel, 
including a security detachment, which fa-
cilitates and coordinates U.S. military activi-
ties in East Timor, and a rotational pres-
ence of U.S. forces through temporary de-
ployments to East Timor. These rotational 
presence operations include monthly Navy 
ship visits and deployments of military 
medical and engineering teams that con-
duct humanitarian and civic assistance ac-
tivities in areas critical to East Timor’s citi-
zens. United States forces assigned to 
USGET and those conducting rotational 
presence operations operate under U.S. 
command and control and U.S. rules of 
engagement. The United Nations has indi-
cated that East Timor has benefited greatly 
from U.S. military deployments and en-
gagement activities in East Timor and 
strongly supports the continued U.S. pres-
ence there. 

At this point, our rotational presence op-
erations are envisioned to continue through 
December 2001. The duration of our sup-
port depends upon the course of events 
in East Timor. It is, however, our objective 
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to reduce the rotational presence oper-
ations, as well as to redeploy USGET, as 
soon as circumstances permit. 

I have authorized the continuation of this 
action pursuant to my constitutional author-
ity to conduct U.S. foreign relations and 
as Commander in Chief and Chief Execu-
tive. I am providing this report as part of 
my efforts to keep the Congress fully in-
formed, consistent with the War Powers 

Resolution. I appreciate the support of the 
Congress in this action. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Strom Thurmond, Presi-
dent pro tempore of the Senate.

The President’s Radio Address 
March 3, 2001

Good morning. As I begin, I want to 
say a few words about the people of Wash-
ington State. Earlier this week, that State 
was rocked by a powerful earthquake which 
affected countless lives and caused billion 
dollars of damage. The Director of the 
Federal Emergency Management Associa-
tion, Joe Allbaugh, went immediately to Se-
attle, and my administration is providing 
help. Our prayers are with the people of 
Washington State. 

A few days ago, I had the honor of ad-
dressing a joint session of Congress. I hope 
you had a chance to tune in and hear my 
plans for the Federal budget and my prior-
ities for the country. After making my case 
to Congress, I headed out early the next 
morning on a swing through five States to 
bring my case directly to you, the American 
people. 

I approach our budget as American fami-
lies do. First, we set priorities and funded 
them. My top priority is education reform, 
and I have asked that the Department of 
Education receive the largest percentage 
increase of any Federal agency. We in-
crease funding for our reading programs 
and character education and recruiting 
good teachers. This time around, however, 
we won’t be just spending more money; 
we will be setting higher standards and ex-
pecting real results for all our children. 

We’re going to keep the promise of So-
cial Security and keep the Government 
from raiding the Social Security surplus. 
And to safeguard the system against long-
term threats, I will form a Presidential 
commission to reform Social Security and 
place it on firm financial ground. We will 
spend more on Medicare as well, nearly 
doubling its budget in 10 years. But just 
as important, we will modernize Medicare 
to provide a prescription drug benefit for 
senior citizens. We will also support and 
strengthen America’s military, starting with 
a pay increase and better housing for our 
troops. 

After meeting these national priorities, 
my budget pays down a record amount of 
national debt. We will pay off $2 trillion 
of debt over the next decade. That will 
be the largest debt reduction of any coun-
try, ever. Future generations shouldn’t be 
forced to pay back money that we have 
borrowed. We owe this kind of responsi-
bility to our children and grandchildren. 

And in addition to funding our priorities 
and reducing debt by a record amount, we 
set up a contingency fund of nearly $1 tril-
lion, and we still have money left over. 
The surplus money that remains will be 
used for a broad, fair tax relief. A surplus, 
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